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Sabbath School Quarterly Study
Holy Spirit
Lesson 1

Our study begins with a series of texts which provide the basis of the
lesson throughout the week. These will be analyzed in their context
and harmony with scripture in accordance with the directive of Isa
28:10.

The first comment we read is regarding the Holy Spirit being
mentioned in the beginning of Genesis and in the end of Revelation.
The passage ends with the unscriptural statement “He (the Spirit) is
God, one of the three persons who make up the godhead of the
Christian faith.”

Christianity is supposed to be a monotheistic religion believing in one
God, yet here we are told the God/god of the Christian faith is a god
made up of three persons!

Notice how no text is supplied for this view? How can this statement
be the basis of the Christian faith and yet the author cannot provide
one solitary text for its support?

Thankfully we are counseled to cease from man and to look to the
scriptures for the basis of our faith. Let us not follow cunningly
devised fables but demand the plain testimony of scripture on which
to base our faith.

In Gen 1:2 we read “And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters.”

The first point to notice here is it is called the spirit of God. The
phrase is possessive, the Spirit belongs to God. If this was a separate
individual person as the study implies it would read, God the Spirit
moved upon the face of the waters. Clearly the grammar is telling us it
is God’s Spirit moving upon the face of the waters.
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In Gen 1:1 we are told God created heaven and earth. From verse 2
onwards we are told how God created the heaven and earth, The first
thing we read is the Spirit of God moving on the face of the waters.
Then in vs 3 we read “And God Said” And on each consecutive day
we read the same phrase “And God said.”

We conclude that heaven and earth were created by the Word of God.

Ps 33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the
host of them by the breath of his mouth.

This word breath is 7307 it is the same word translated Spirit in Gen
1:2.

Gen 1:2 could quite correctly be translated the breath of God moved
upon the face of the waters.

Notice again Ps 33:7 He gathereth the waters of the sea together as
an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses.

How did God gather the waters of the sea?

Ps 33:9 For he spake, and it was [done]; he commanded, and it stood
fast.

God gathered the waters of the seas by His spoken word the breath of
His mouth!

This friends, is the spirit of God that moved upon the deep in Gen 1:2
it is the spoken word of God. This is why each day of creation begins
with “And God said”.

Notice also Job 26:13 By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his
hand hath formed the crooked serpent.

In Ps 33:6 we saw all the heavens were made by the breath of God’s
mouth. His spoken word vs 9.

We noted this word breath is the same word translated spirit in Gen
1:2 and now in

Job 26:13 we again see that God by His Spirit (again same word as Ps
33:6) decorated the heavens. Here we have perfect harmony of the
scripture. It was God’s spoken word that moved upon the face of the
deep!

This word moved (7363) is also interesting. It can mean to “shake”.
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Heb 12 25-26

25. See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not
who refused him that spake on earth, much more [shall not] we
[escape], if we turn away from him that [speaketh] from heaven:

26. Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised,
saying, Yet once more | shake not the earth only, but also heaven.

Yes friend, when God speaks from heaven the earth is shaken!

The next point was:

Rev 22:17

17. And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.

Who is the Spirit that says Come?

Notice Rev 2:1, Christ introduces Himself to the church in Ephesus.
At the end of His message Christ closes by saying vs 7 “He that hath
an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches...”

To all seven churches Jesus introduces Himself under different
symbols, to each church Jesus speaks the message that is required but
He ends every letter the same way.

Seven times Christ declares “He that hath an ear let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches.”

It is Christ who calls us to come. In Rev 22:12-16, again we see Jesus
speaking, He introduces Himself as the Alpha and Omega (vs 13). He
promises to come quickly (vs 12), He pronounces a blessing on those
who keep His commandments (vs 14) and declares the gates of the
holy city, new Jerusalem shut to the disobedient (vs 15). In vs 16 He
begins with “l Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these
things in the churches...”

We see the same pattern as in the messages to the seven churches. A
message of encouragement, rewards, blessings and a place in the
heavenly city to the over comers, and retribution and justice to the
disobedient. And Christ ends by saying vs 17 “And the Spirit and the
bride say come. And let him that heareth say come...”

Remember “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith
unto the churches.”
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Notice the rest of the verse“...And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

Where have we heard these words before?

InJn 7:37

37. In the last day, that great [day] of the feast (tabernacles), Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink.

Compare this text side by side with Rev 22:17 and then ask yourself,
who is the Spirit that says “come”? If you’re still not convinced, read:
2 Cor 3:17,18

17. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord [is],
there [is] liberty.

18. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, [even] as
by the Spirit of the Lord.

Yes friend, “the Lord is that Spirit” take note also of the marginal
reading for vs 18.

Back to Jn 7:37 How are we to come unto Jesus an drink of that
Spiritual Rock? How can we drink of Christ’s life and receive freely
of His Spirit?

Vs 38. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Jesus declared “He that believeth on me” would receive the
outpouring of the Spirit. This is why the leaders in Christ’s day and
those who boasted they knew the law did not receive the outpouring of
the Spirit and were lost! Vs 46-49

It is also interesting that Jesus chose the last day (7™ of the feast of
Tabernacles to cry out this declaration.

You see in Rev 22:17 the bride also calls come. The bride is the holy
city, (Rev 21:2) the new Jerusalem is pictured symbolically calling
God’s people to come to enter in through her gates into the city. The
feast of tabernacles is not only commemorative of the time when
Israel lived in tents but also prophetic of when spiritual Israel will be
gathered together and sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven. Mt 8:11,12 compare with Rev 22:14,15.
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Sunday

Sunday’s lesson begins by quoting Fundamental Beliefs No 2. “There
iIs one God, Father Son and Holy Spirit a unity of three co-eternal
persons”. Notice the source for this fundamental creed. No its not a
series of Bible texts, not even one verse of scripture. Instead the
church’s second most foundational teaching second only to the Holy
Scriptures themselves is supported by p.16 of the book Seventh Day
Adventists believe!

Although the author cannot provide a text from scripture, the reader is
encouraged because “millions of other Christians believe in the triune
nature of God”

Can we accept a teaching without scriptural evidence simply because
millions of other Christians believe it?

How many of these millions of other Christians believe in the
sanctuary message including the pre-advent judgement, and the High
Priestly ministry of Christ etc?

And in utter desperation to provide a text for a God “who exists as
three persons” the author or compilers of this study provide Deut. 6:4
thus destroying the very words of Christ Himself. More will be said
on this text in Wednesday lesson.

So the evidence for the triune god is seventh day Adventist believe
page-16, and millions of other Christians who keep Sunday and
believe their atonement finished at the cross. And Deut. 6:4 which
declares “...our God is one Lord”.

This so called evidence needs no comment for the honest sincere
Bible student. But sadly many are being perilously led through this
type of reasoning.

The paragraph concludes with Job 11:7 & 1 Cor 13:12, verses that
clearly state there are things about God we cannot know, particularly
in this life.



Q — If one acknowledges the truth that there are things about God we
cannot understand as is stated in these verses, then why does this same
person offer speculative theories about the nature of God which he
cannot support from scripture? He is condemned by his own
reasoning and tragically leading others astray also! See Matt. 12:37

Next we have a series of texts which are supposed to prove the
plurality of the Godhead. Now the point of the study is to prove the
claim already made that the Holy Spirit is one of the three members
that make up God. So obviously when we study these texts we are to
look for the mention of the Holy Spirit as being a part of this triune
god.

Most of these texts do involve more than one person. However we
will see it is God the Father speaking with His Son. In all these texts
the Holy Spirit is never mentioned nor is there ever any reference to
three persons.

Gen. 1:26 quoted

Scriptures plainly declares Christ is creator of all things in heaven and
earth. Col. 1:16, John 1:3.

Gen. 1:26 involves the sixth day of creation of which we know Christ
was involved.

Question — who is God referred to in this verse and to whom is He
speaking?

Many want to believe the word God (elohim) is plural when referring
to God, and they further want to speculate and declare in this case
Gen. 1:26 it means the three co-eternal members of the triune God.
But again no scripture evidence is given.

We already noted the Spirit of God which took part in creation Gen
1:2 is God’s word. His life giving Spirit. See John 6:63, Ps. 33:6-9,
Job 26:13

Scripture also clearly states that God (the Father) created all things
through His Son.
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Eph. 3:9 “And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
who created all things by Jesus Christ:”

1 Cor. 8:6 “But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all
things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him.”

Heb 1:2 “Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;”

Notice what all these texts tell us, God made the worlds by His Son!
Now if God made the worlds by His Son we conclude that God is the
Father. This is exactly what 1 Cor. 8:6 tells us. The one God of
whom are all things is the Father.

Consequently when we read Gen. 1:26 we understand God the Father
is speaking to His Son.

Notice also this statement from the SOP commenting on Gen 1:26.
“And now God says to his Son, "Let us make man in our image."
{1SP 24.2}

See also the first two chapters of “The Story of Redemption”. Also if
God is triune of which one member is a Spirit shrouded in mystery ,
how could God declare man to be made in His image and likeness.
Gen 1:26, 277

Adam was indeed created in the image and likeness of God and
Adam’s spirit belonged to him it was not a separate invisible
individual. Adam’s spirit was himself, his character, his mind, his
rational soul. He was clothed with the Spirit of his Maker, filled with
the glory of God.

Notice in 1 Cor. 2:11 “For what man knoweth the things of a man,

save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”
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This text is unanswerable, notice, what our spirit is to us, is compared
to what God’s Spirit is to Him. The words “even so” are to compare
what the spirit of man is to man as to what the Spirit of God is to God.
Of course our spirit (mind) is not omniscient etc but the text is
describing how our Spirit relates to us. We understand our spirits is
our character, our personality, it’s who we are. Even so, the scripture
declares is God’s Spirit to God.

Notice also what the text doesn’t say, when the text speaks of the
spirit of man it says which is in him. But it does not declare the same
for the Spirit of God.

God’s Spirit is not confined to His person as is ours. God is
everywhere present through His omnipresent Spirit. This is why
God’s Spirit which is His personal presence is often referred to as His
Hand or His eyes etc. see Ps. 139:7-10, 2 Chron. 16:9. Also compare
Isa. 40:13 and Rom 11:34.

Understanding this principle harmonizes all the texts that speak of the
Spirit having feelings and being grieved and lied to etc. When we
grieve the Spirit we are grieving God Himself, this will be studied
more later on.

Gen. 3:22 Again in this text there is no mention of the Holy Spirit or
any suggestion of a triune Godhead.

Gen. 11:7. In this text the same applies, no mention of the Holy Spirit
or a trinity. In the story of Redemption p.73 we are told God sent two
angels to confound the people in their construction of the tower.

This text could be God speaking with the angels.

Isa 6:8. Again no mention of the Holy Spirit as a part of a triune God.
The voice of the Lord is here saying whom shall I send (singular) and
who will go for us? The us could refer to the Father and Son or even
all the heavenly host for all of heaven is concerned for our salvation.
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Notice this statement from the SOP:

“The Lord is inquiring: "Whom shall I send?" Those who wish to
sacrifice for the truth's sake are now to respond: "Here am I; send me."
Isaiah 6:8. Let those who bear responsibilities remember that it is the
Holy Spirit who is to do the fashioning. It is the Lord who controls.
We are not to try to mold, according to our own ideas, those for whom
we work, but to let Christ do the molding. He follows no human
pattern. He works according to His own mind and Spirit. It is man's
work to reveal to the world that which Christ has placed in his heart;
through His grace man becomes a partaker of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. The
higher powers of the one who receives Christ are strengthened and
ennobled, and he receives a fitness for God's service. {9T 135.2}

Notice how the prophet says it is the Holy Spirit who is to do the
fashioning and then states let Christ do the molding. It continues by
saying He (Christ) works according to His own mind and Spirit. You
cannot perceive from this statement that Christ works in us through
someone else called the Holy Spirit for inspiration clearly declares
Christ works according to His own mind and Spirit. It goes on to say
“The higher powers of the one who receives Christ are strengthened
and ennobled...”

When we receive the Holy Spirit, when we receive the third person of
the godhead, we receive Christ in the person of His own Spirit! These
are the words of inspiration, and harmonize perfectly with scripture.
Christ declared “I will come to you” , “where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

John 1:1-3 these texts are also silent regarding the Holy Spirit and a
triune Godhead. Also there is no plurality in the word God (theos). In
John 1:1, the first time the word God is used it is as a proper noun
meaning the supreme Deity or supreme God. The second time the
word God is used it is an adjective describing the word’s nature.

The text can be translated “In the beginning was the word and the
word was with the God and the word was divine.”
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Today’s English version translates this text “Before the world was
created, the word already existed, he was with God, and he was the
same as God”

In Heb 1:3 we read Christ is the brightness of the Father’s glory and
the express image of his person”

In Col 1:15 we read Christ “is the image of the invisible God.” And
again in Phil. 2:5 we read of Christ Jesus “who being in the form of
God thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”

This is what John 1:1 is saying, Christ is by nature God . As the Son
“he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they
(angels).” Heb. 1:4

John 8:58 As with all the other texts, this verse is silent regarding the
Holy Spirit or a triune Godhead.

All these texts are given as to “point to the plurality of the Godhead”
And we have already been told this plurality of the Godhead means a
unity of three co-eternal persons.

Where in any of these texts is there any hint of a Godhead of three co-
eternal persons?

We have noted in every text the Holy Spirit is not even mentioned nor
any reference to three co-eternal persons making up one God. And in
this last text john 8:58, Christ is not claiming to be a member of a
trinity.

When Christ stated “before Abraham was I AM” what did He mean?
We know God the Father is the great I AM. Here Christ claims the
same title. Does this mean there are two I AM’s?

We must understand an important biblical principle.
Since the sin of our first parents, there has been no direct

communication between God and man.... All the communion between
heaven and the fallen race has been through Christ. TMK 102
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In Ex 23:20, 21 we read

“Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to
bring thee into the place which | have prepared. Beware of him, and
obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your
transgressions: for my name [is] in him.”

Here we see God’s name in Christ, as we noted in Heb 1:4.

SOP declares! Christ is he who represents the Father.

While it is certainly true that it was Christ who spoke to Moses from
the burning bush and it was Christ who spoke to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. It is also true that Christ was the direct communication between
God and the fathers.

Notice Acts 3:13

“The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and
denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let
[him] go.”

Please read carefully the following inspired statements that clarify this
point. Notice who is called the great | AM in these passages.

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation. 2 Cor. 5:109.

All through the pages of sacred history, where the dealings of God
with His chosen people are recorded, there are burning traces of the
great I AM. . . . In all these revelations of the divine presence, the
glory of God was manifested through Christ. Not alone at the
Saviour's advent, but through all the ages after the fall and the promise
of redemption, "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself." Christ was the foundation and center of the sacrificial
system in both the patriarchal and the Jewish age. Since the sin of our
first parents, there has been no direct communication between God
and man. The Father has given the world into the hands of Christ, that
through His mediatorial work He may redeem man, and vindicate the
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authority and holiness of the law of God. All the communion between
heaven and the fallen race has been through Christ. It was the Son of
God that gave to our first parents the promise of redemption. It was
He who revealed Himself to the patriarchs. Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and Moses understood the gospel. They looked for
salvation through man's Substitute and Surety. . . .” {TMK 102.2}

“Man cannot by searching find out God. Let none seek with
presumptuous hand to lift the wveil that conceals His glory.
"Unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!"
Romans 11:33. It is a proof of His mercy that there is the hiding of His
power; for to lift the veil that conceals the divine presence is death. No
mortal mind can penetrate the secrecy in which the Mighty One
dwells and works. Only that which He sees fit to reveal can we
comprehend of Him. Reason must acknowledge an authority superior
to itself. Heart and intellect must bow to the great | AM.” {8T 285.2}

“All that man needs to know or can know of God has been revealed in
the life and character of His Son.” No man hath seen God at any time;
the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath
declared Him." John 1:18. {8T 286.2}

Many more could be cited but from these we clearly see God the
father is called the great | AM.

Now notice this next statement were Jesus is called the great | AM

In Christ Jesus is a revelation of the glory of the Godhead. All that the
human agent can know of God to the saving of the soul, is the
measure of the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, to which he can
attain; for Christ is he who represents the Father. The most wonderful
truth to be grasped by men is the truth, "Immanuel, God with us.”
Christ is the wisdom of God. He is the great "I AM" to the world. As
we contemplate the glory of the divine character as revealed in Christ,
we are led to exclaim, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God!" This wisdom is displayed in the love that
reaches out for the recovery of lost and ruined man. {ST, December
12, 1895 par. 5}
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Notice carefully Christ is he who represents the father... He is the
great | AM to the world!

Come to the DA p 469

“With solemn dignity Jesus answered, "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Before Abraham was, | AM."

Silence fell upon the vast assembly. The name of God, given to Moses
to express the idea of the eternal presence, had been claimed as His
own by this Galilean Rabbi. He had announced Himself to be the self-
existent One, He who had been promised to Israel, "whose goings
forth have been from of old, from the days of eternity.” Micah 5:2,
margin. {DA 469.5}

Again the priests and rabbis cried out against Jesus as a blasphemer.
His claim to be one with God had before stirred them to take His life,
and a few months later they plainly declared, "For a good work we
stone Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thou, being a
man, makest Thyself God." John 10:33. Because He was, and avowed
Himself to be, the Son of God, they were bent on destroying Him.
Now many of the people, siding with the priests and rabbis, took up
stones to cast at Him. "But Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the
temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by." {DA
470.1}

Notice the name of God! Had been claimed his own by this Galilean
rabbi. Notice also, he announced himself to be the self existent One.
Who did Christ announce himself to be? The self existent One who
had been promised to Israel.

(Remember the Great | AM to the world) Micah 5:2 margin.

Dear friend Micah 5:2 is a prophecy about the Son of God, the King
of Israel whose goings fourth (origin) is from everlasting.

(See meaning for everlasting 5769 olam vanishing point, out of mind,
practically eternity)

Goings fourth 4163, 4161- descent, origin, source, family line.
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You see when Jesus spoke, “before Abraham was | AM” He was
claiming to be the Messiah, The King of Israel. The One who had
been promised to Israel. The One whose origin (birth) was from the
days of eternity as the prophet states.

It was the Son of God who had been promised to Israel. When Christ
claimed the name of God he was claiming to be one with God (DA p.
470) and the priests and rabbis understood this, notice they were once
again bent on destroying him because He was and avowed Himself to
be the Son of God.

Here we see John 8:58 in no way supports any type of trinity but
affirms Jesus to be truly the self existent Son of God of which the
trinity doctrine of three co-eternals denies! Also | John 5:26 Jesus tells
us how He received this self existent life: “For as the Father hath life
in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;”

Three living persons

Keep in mind in this statement the prophet is addressing certain
passages from the revised “Living Temple”. A book where John
Harvey Kellogg was seeking to introduce his trinitarian, pantheistic
theories to the church.

“Regarding the testimonies, nothing is ignored; nothing is cast aside;
but time and place must be considered.” {ISM 57.2}

The study begins with the quote “the Father is all the fullness of the
Godhead bodily”

What does this mean?

The Father is Divinity in all its fullness.

The sentence continues “and is invisible to mortal sight.”

Q - Why is the Father invisible to mortal sight?

A — Because He is the Fullness of Divinity. The Father has a form but
mortal man cannot look upon Him and live. In vision Jesus told EGW
if she was to look upon His Father’s form she would cease to exist.

Q — So how could the Father manifest Himself and commune with
fallen man?
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A — Notice the next line from Evangelism, “the Son is all the fullness
of the Godhead manifested. The word of God declares Him to be the
express image of His person.”

God the Father would commune with mortal humanity through His
Son. He would manifest Himself through His Son!

This is why the statement is saying “the Son is all the fullness of the
Godhead manifested” and that He is the express image of His person.
Only one equal with God could represent God and reveal His
character. Only one who is the brightness of His glory could reveal
His glory to the world. Heb 1:3, John 17:6, 22

One may object here and point out that the Son has all the fullness of
Divinity also. This is true but unlike the Father whose Divinity is not
veiled. Who dwells in the light which no man can approach unto,
whom no man hath seen. In whose presence even Holy angels veil
their faces. 1 Tim. 6:15, PP 252. The Son’s divinity is veiled in His
humanity thus He is all the fullness of the Godhead manifested.

Notice these statements

“All that man needs to know or can know of God has been revealed in
the life and character of His Son. {8T 286.1}"No man hath seen God
at any time; the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, He hath declared Him." John 1:18.” {8T 286.2}

“...the divine presence, the glory of God was manifested through
Christ. Not alone at the Saviour's advent, but through all the ages after
the fall and the promise of redemption, "God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself. .... The Father has given the world
into the hands of Christ, that through His mediatorial work He may
redeem man, and vindicate the authority and holiness of the law of
God. All the communion between heaven and the fallen race has been
through Christ." {TMK 102.2}
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“The Saviour was deeply anxious for His disciples to understand for
what purpose His divinity was united to humanity. He came to the
world to display the glory of God, that man might be uplifted by its
restoring power. God was manifested in Him that He might be
manifested in them.” {DA 664.4}

Also “In the light from Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-
renouncing love is the law of life for earth and heaven; that the love
which "seeketh not her own" has its source in the heart of God; and
that in the meek and lowly One is manifested the character of Him
who dwelleth in the light which no man can approach unto.” {DA 19.2}

This last statement really sheds light on the Evangelism passage.

Ev 614

The Father is all the fullness
of the Godhead and is
invisible to mortals.

The Son is all the fullness of
the Father manifested (to
mortals). See Col 2:9, 1:19

DA 19

“In the light shinning from
Calvary” we see in the meek
and lowly one (the Son of God)
is manifested the character of
Him (God the Father) who
dwelleth in the light which no

man can approach unto”

Q — How does the Father manifest Himself in His Son to us?

Notice the next line in Ev. 614 “the Comforter that Christ promised to
send after He ascended to heaven, is the Spirit in all the fullness of the
Godhead.”

The words after He ascended to heaven are important. We have
already noted from the scripture and SOP that the Son became the
means by which the Father would commune and reveal His character
of love to man. See also John 14:9-11

Now we are told the Comforter would come after Christ ascended to
heaven.

Q — when the Comforter would come, who abides with us?

A — John 14:18 — Christ said “l will not leave you comfortless, I will
come to you”
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Now notice what Jesus says: “At that day (after He ascended to
heaven and would come as the Comforter) ye shall know that I am in
my Father, and ye in me, and | in you.” John 14:20

Now read this statement again:

“The Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended to
heaven, is the Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead”

The Spirit is sent in all the fullness of the Godhead because it is the
fullness of the Father and the Son!

This is what Jesus told His disciples “ye shall know that | am in my
Father and ye in me and | in you.”

This is what Jesus meant when He said “I shall shew you plainly of
the Father.” John 16:25

We saw Jesus is all the fullness of His Father manifested and He
promised after ascending to heaven, He would dwell with and in His
disciples through the Spirit as a Comforter.

So we conclude the Spirit Christ promised to send “in all the fullness
of the Godhead” is the character of the Father in all its fullness
revealed in the life of His Son.

This is what Jesus says in Vs. 23

“Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him, and we (Father and Son) will
come unto him, and make our abode with him.”

“The Father gave his Spirit without measure to his Son, and we also
may partake of its fullness. GC88 477

Notice also in Christ’s prayer in John 17:21-23:

“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee,
that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them;
that they may be one, even as we are one: | in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know
that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”
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If it is true that Christ through His words and perfect life would
manifest His Father’s character to the world through the Spirit, then
the Spirit must ultimately proceed from the Father.

Q — Does the scriptures teach this?

“But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he
shall testify of me:” John 15:26

Notice again this comparison

Ev 614 John 15:26

The Comforter that Christ ~ “But when the Comforter is come,
promised to send after He  whom | will send unto you from the
ascended to heaven, is the  Father even the Spirit of truth
Spirit in all the fullness of  which proceedeth from the Father
the Godhead. he shall testify of me.”

The Comforter would come in all the fullness of the Godhead because
it is the Spirit of the Father who is the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
and it proceeds out of Him!

Please study this word proceedeth (1607) in John 15:26 it means to
emanate from, see the same word in all these texts Matt. 4:4, 15:18,
19; Mark 7:21; Eph 4:29; Rev 4:5, 11:5, 22:1.

Note RH, August 26, 1890 par. 11 see also Luke 4:22 “And all bare
him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of his mouth...”

Also compare John 15:26 with this statement from DA 678,679
“With the golden chain of His matchless love Christ has bound them

to the throne of God. It is His purpose that the highest influence in the
universe, emanating from the source of all power, shall be theirs.”
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Notice friends just what we read in John 15:26

Scripture declares

Christ would send from
the Father the Comforter,
the Spirit of truth which
proceedeth (or emanantes)
from the father

SOP declares

Christ by His matchless love has
bound us to the throne of God (the
Father) that we may receive the
highest influence in the universe (the

source of all power.

Yes friends the Spirit emanates from the throne of God. It comes in all
the fullness of the Godhead!

Notice again speaking of Christ’s baptism

“The Father Himself will answer the petition of His Son. Direct from
the throne issue (emanates) the beams of His glory. The heavens are
opened, and upon the Saviour's head descends a dovelike form of
purest light... His form was bathed in the light that ever surrounds the
throne of God” DA 112

We have seen that the Father being the fullness of the Godhead is
invisible to mortal sight. And He would reveal Himself through the
life of His Son who is the fullness of the Godhead manifested. And
we also noted Christ promised that after His ascension He would send
the Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead. We have seen that the
Spirit is all the fullness of the Father and the Son, thus as Christ
promised, through the Spirit the Father and the Son would make their
abode with us.

And inspiration declares “through the beloved Son, the Father's life
flows out to all; through the Son it returns, in praise and joyous
service, a tide of love, to the great Source of all.” DA 21

How beautiful and simple is the truth.
The Father’s life (His Spirit, His fullness) flows out to all through His
beloved Son.
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Let us look at one more passage of scripture that emphasizes this
glorious truth.

Eph 3:14-19

“For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, That
he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.”

Paul’s prayer for us is that the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ would
grant you according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
might by his Spirit in the inner man.

Q — now what happens when we are strengthened with the Father’s
Spirit?
Eph. 3:17 “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith”

Q — And what happens when Christ dwells in our hearts?
Eph 3:19 “that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.”

This is what we have seen all through. The Comforter would come in
all the fullness of the Godhead, through Christ dwelling in our hearts
by faith that we may be filled with all the fullness of God. “I in them
and thou in me”, “And of His fullness have all we received” John
1:16

Yes friends the three living personalities (original manuscript) are the
Father, Son and their Spirit. The Spirit is certainly a personality, it is
the personality of God and Christ. Not some mysterious third being.
Gal 4:6 “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”
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Read the Evangelism statement in its context and notice the heretical
teaching the prophet was addressing. “the Father is like the invisible
vapor, the Son is like the leaden cloud, the Spirit is like dew.” Kellogg
was trinitarian when he wrote these words. He no longer believed in a
personal God and Father and in His only begotten Son. Nor did he
believe the Spirit to be the very life and character of the Father, of
whom the Son has received in all its fullness. He did not believe the
Spirit to be the personal presence of God and Christ, but some non
entity devoid of a living personality (EGW words). He was teaching
god the Spirit dwelt in nature thus robbing the Spirit of God of a living
personality to a mere life giving essence. And many want to use this
very passage to teach the trinity when this is exactly what the prophet
was speaking against.

“For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father....for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” Eph 2:18,22
(Last part). Yes the Spirit is a living person it is Christ’s victorious
life to the soul. The life He lived by faith in His Father. “That God
may be all in all” see 1 Cor 15:28, Eph 4:6

“The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of Christ.”
DA 805

One more point regarding EV 614,615. The reason why people quote
this passage in Evangelism is to seek to prove a trinity of three co-
eternals. If this is what Ellen White wanted to convey she would have
stated so. But we have seen this passage harmonizes perfectly with
scripture and both are completely silent regarding the trinity.

Now if one believes in a trinity of three co-eternals one must deny the
Father — Son relationship as being literal, for they say they are all co-
eternal. Notice for example the book ‘Understanding the Trinity’ pg
97, ‘The Father-Son relationship in the Godhead should be understood
in a metaphorical sense, not in a literal sense.” And also from the same
book pg 34 ‘Jesus became the Son of God at His human birth’.
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Of course this means God is not truly a Father and Jesus is not truly a
Son. Now the honest trinitarians would have to admit this. So this
statement in Evangelism which they want to use to teach a trinity of
three co-eternals must support this belief, otherwise what is the point
in using it? And at the very best it must not contradict this theory of
three co-eternal beings that make up one God.

Now notice again the passage from EV 614,615 that is quoted in the
quarterly ‘the word of God declares Him to be the express image of
His person...the Comforter that...”

Notice the break in the passage? Let’s read the part the study left out.
“’God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life’. Here is shown the personality of the Father.” Ev 614.3

Can you see why they left it out? This passage goes completely
against any form of a trinity!

How can you use a passage from the SOP to teach a trinity of three
co-eternals when in the heart of the passage the prophet quotes John
3:16 and then declares “here is shown the personality of the Father”!

Friends, Jesus told Nicodemus that “whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish”.

Q — Believe in who?

A — The only begotten Son

Whosoever believes that God loves them so much, that He gave His
only begotten Son should not perish, but have everlasting life. And the
prophet states “here is shown the personality of the Father”. In other
words this is how the Father reveals His character of love. This is His
personality, it’s who He is a personal God and a loving Father (not an
invisible vapor see same passage).

Notice how this harmonizes perfectly with “In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through him” 1 John 4:9.
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Many people are doing great disservice to the testimonies and many
sincere souls, by misinterpreting the SOP according to their own
cherished opinions and faulted reasoning.

One final point regarding EV 614,615.
We need not be left in any doubt for the prophet tells us who the Spirit
is. “the Comforter”

The following statements are just a few of the definitive statements
Ellen White used to tell us who the Comforter is.

“we adore God for His wondrous love in giving us Jesus the
Comforter. ...” SD 124.4

“The Saviour is our Comforter” 8MR 49
“There is no Comforter like Christ” RH October 26, 1897
“He (Christ) is the Comforter” {RC 200.2}

“The Saviour is our Comforter. This | have proved Him to be” 19MR
293

“The reason why the churches are weak and sickly and ready to die is
that the enemy has brought influences of a discouraging nature to bear
upon trembling souls. He has sought to shut Jesus from their view as
the Comforter,” RH, August 26, 1890 par. 11

And through the trinity doctrine the enemy has succeeded, but thank
God the light of truth is returning to His people.
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Monday / Tuesday

Mondays lesson begins with once again the unscriptural title “God the
Holy Spirit”

The middle paragraph states “Its much easier to think of the Holy
Spirit not as God Himself but as some sort of impersonal force, some
divine energy and power...”

This reasoning leaves the reader to think on two options. Either God
the Holy Spirit is a third co-eternal member of a trinity which this
lesson is implying, or the Holy Spirit is just God’s divine power that
‘pervades the world’.

Both these teachings are unscriptural and deceptive. Scripture clearly
teaches the Spirit to be God Himself.

o We have already shown how God’s Spirit relates to Him, is
compared to how our spirit is related to us.

o We have seen clearly it was God’s spoken word, His Spirit,
that created heaven and earth.

o We have seen the Spirit proceeds from the Father.

We have seen the Spirit proceeds from the Son.

o We have seen that Christ breathed His Spirit upon His
disciples.

o We have seen that the Father and Son abide with us and in us
through the one Spirit. The Spirit of God and Christ. Rom. 8:9

o

Another series of texts are given to describe the nature and some
functions of the Spirit. But again not one of these texts declares the
Spirit to be a third co-eternal member of a trinity.

Gen.1:2 — We have already noted.

Matt. 1:18, 20 Tells us Jesus was conceived or fathered (Vs 18) by the
Holy Ghost. This would then mean that Jesus has two fathers, unless
the Spirit belongs to the Father, this would be consistent.
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Luke 1:35 “And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God.”

Jesus was conceived “by the power of the Highest”. We know from
Matt. 1:18, 20 this is the Spirit, so you could say by the Spirit of the
Highest. Which means the Spirit of the Father. To the trinitarian, they
would have to conclude, by the Spirit of the Spirit, which does not
make sense.

Matt. 28:19 — See Wednesday’s lesson.

Jn 14:12, Jesus is going away.

Jn 14:16, He will ask the Father to send another Comforter that will
abide with them forever.

Jn 14:17, The Comforter is called the spirit of truth.

The world cannot receive Him. The world cannot see him or know
him. But the disciples know him, and this Comforter is already
dwelling with them.

Notice: They know him
He is already dwelling with them
He is a comfort to them
He is always truthful to them

Q. Who is the only person the disciples knew personally, who was
already dwelling with them? Who was a comfort to them and was
always truthful?

A. Only Jesus could fulfill these requirements. And He says so in the
next verse.

Jn 14:18, ‘I will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you.’

But He was coming back in another form. From dwelling with them
physically, to dwelling in them spiritually. (Vs. 17, shall be in you).
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This is why Jesus says ‘another’ Comforter. He would be coming back
in the spirit.

Compare verse 17, Jesus says the world cannot receive the spirit of
truth, neither can it see him or know him, but the disciples did know
him.

Verse 19, Jesus makes almost the same statement, but speaks of
Himself.

Notice:- “Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye
see me: because I live, ye shall live also.”

Dear friends, this is so clear, Jesus is telling the disciples that He is the
Comforter.

Verse 18, I will come to you.

Verse 19, You will see me.

Verse 20, | in you.

Verse 21, | will manifest myself to him.

Verse 23, we (my Father and 1) will make our abode with him.

Q. Did Christ’s disciples understand that He would be coming back to
them?

A. Yes, Verse 22 “Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?”
Now notice how the SOP harmonizes with the Scripture:

“Christ gives them the breath of His own spirit, the life of His own
life.” GW 513.2

“Christ declared that after his ascension, he would send to his church,
as his crowning gift, the Comforter, who was to take his place. This
Comforter is the Holy Spirit,--the soul of his life, the efficacy of his
church, the light and life of the world. With his Spirit Christ sends a
reconciling influence and a power that takes away sin.” RH May 19
1904
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Acts 5:3, 4 — when Ananias lied to the Spirit, he lied to God Himself.
God speaks to us through His Spirit. That still small voice speaks to
our conscious, “this is the way walk ye in it”. Ananias refused to
listen to the voice of God. it is the same for us when we refuse to
listen to the Spirit, or as did Ananias even go contrary to it’s leading.
We grieve God Himself not someone else.

Notice Acts 5: 9 “How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the
Spirit of the Lord?”

Rom. 8:11 “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.”

Acts 5:9 Tells us who “the Spirit of Him” is. It is the Spirit of God. It
was the Spirit of God that raised up Christ from the dead. Compare
Gal. 1:1 “and God the Father who raised him from the dead”.

It is true that the Spirit raised Christ, it is also true that the Father
raised Christ, because it is the Spirit of the Father. This is the same
equation in Christ’s birth. See Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke 1:35

1 Cor. 2:10, 11 — We have looked at this text already along with 2
Cor. 3:17. These verses affirm the Spirit is part of God, and that “the
Lord is that Spirit”.

Bottom of Monday’s lesson mentions Matt. 12:31 32
Q — How can blasphemy spoken against Jesus be forgiven, but not
blasphemy spoken against the Spirit?

Notice first of all what blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is not.
“The sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit does not lie in any
sudden word or deed; it is the firm, determined resistance of truth and

evidence.” {5BC 1093.1}

Let us see why blasphemy against Christ can be forgiven.
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“Christ told them plainly that in attributing the work of the Holy Spirit
to Satan, they were cutting themselves off from the fountain of
blessing. Those who had spoken against Jesus Himself, not discerning
His divine character, might receive forgiveness; for through the Holy
Spirit they might be brought to see their error and repent.”

{DA 321.3}

Notice, who had spoken blasphemy against Jesus could be forgiven,
for they did not discern His divine character, they did not believe Him
to be the Son of God. They could receive forgiveness because the
Holy Spirit would bring them to see there error and repent. But if they
would continue to deny Him they would be cutting themselves off
from God. God could no longer reach them because they were
rejecting His Spirit.

“It is by the Spirit that God works upon the heart; when men willfully
reject the Spirit, and declare It to be from Satan, they cut off the
channel by which God can communicate with them. When the Spirit is
finally rejected, there is no more that God can do for the soul.” {DA
321.3}

Also read carefully Luke 12:8-10. Notice what the sin against the
Holy Spirit is connected to. Denying the Son before men. When you
deny Jesus is the Son of God before men, the Son will deny you in the
judgment! See 1 John 2:22, 23; 1 John 5:12, 13, 16

Appeal: Dear reader, please take a moment to prayerfully read these

two pages: DA 322, 323. They contain some of the most important
counsel for God’s people today.
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Wednesday

2 Cor. 13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.”

We saw in John 14: 18 — 23 that the Father and Son will abide with us
through the Spirit. It is through the channel or communion of the
Spirit that we receive the grace of Jesus and the love of the Father.

1 John 1:3 “truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ”

And in the SOP we read: “the Father and Son alone are to be exalted”
{YI, July 7, 1898 par. 2}

The next verse quoted is Matt. 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost:”

Throughout this quarter’s study we will not see one solitary text that
teaches a trinity of three co-eternals. What we will see is people
always trying to interpret the trinity into a verse that does not say so.
As is the case with Matt. 28:19 This is the trinity by supposition, not
by a plain thus saith the Lord.

In this text Jesus is commissioning His disciples to go into all the
world and teach the gospel (Mark 16:15) and to baptize believers in
the name (3686 — authority) of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Notice again from the SOP: “Christ made baptism the entrance to His
spiritual kingdom. He made this a positive condition with which all
must comply who wish to be acknowledged as under the authority of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” {6BC 1075.1}

We saw previously from John 14:16-23 Jesus promised His disciples
He would be coming back in the Spirit, and the Comforter would
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abide with them forever. We also know that Christ and His Father
would make their abode with us. This is what Matt. 28:19 is saying;
when we are baptized in the threefold name we come under the
authority of the three great powers in heaven. This is the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, it is the power from on high, through the Spirit the
Father and the Son abide in and direct our lives. This is why Jesus
tells them “and lo I am with you alway even unto the end of the
world”

Phil. 2:13 “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do
of his good pleasure.”

John 8:29 “And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me
alone; for I do always those things that please him.”

The Father never left the Son alone, and the Son always did the will of
His Father. This was done through the constant dwelling of the
Father’s Spirit remaining in His Son, John 1:33.

John 20:21, 22 “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as
my Father hath sent me, even so send | you. And when he had said
this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost:”

As Jesus was sent full of the Holy Spirit under the authority of the
Father, so He bids His church empowered with the gifts of the Spirit
under the direction of the Father and the Son.

Notice this beautiful passage from GC 350 how the prophet connects
the commission Jesus gave in Matt. 28:19, 20 and Mark 16:15 with
the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost.

“"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel,” adding, "Lo, | am
with you alway" (Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:20); when on the Day of
Pentecost the promised Comforter descended and the power from on
high was given and the souls of the believers thrilled with the
conscious presence of their ascended Lord”
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Notice how the believers understood and were thrilled that it was
Jesus with them as He had promised!

This is important, God wants us to have the correct knowledge of who
is guiding us, this gives us peace and comfort, notice the next
statement:

“When trials overshadow the soul, remember the words of Christ,
remember that He is an unseen presence in the person of the Holy
Spirit, and He will be the peace and comfort given you, manifesting to
you that He is with you, the Sun of Righteousness, chasing away your
darkness.” {DG 185.2}

Jesus said “my peace I give unto you” Jesus does not need someone
else to bring His peace to us. Also, how can someone else (god the
Holy Spirit) bring us the peace and comfort we need, how can he
succor those who are tempted, when he never took on humanity and
never suffered being tempted as we are tempted? Heb 2:18; 4:15

Notice again how the disciples knew it was the Lord Jesus who was
working with them. In Mark 16:19 we are told, Jesus was sitting on
the right hand of God and in Vs 20 was working with them!

Mark 16:20 “And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord
working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.
Amen.”

Now notice DA 166:

“While Jesus ministers in the sanctuary above, He is still by His Spirit
the minister of the church on earth. He is withdrawn from the eye of
sense, but His parting promise is fulfilled, "Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world." Matt. 28:20. While He delegates His
power to inferior ministers, His energizing presence is still with His
church.” {DA 166.2}
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Before one can receive the baptism of the Spirit there are conditions or
certain truths one must be taught and accept. Before baptizing Jesus
said “go ye therefore and teach”

Q — teach what?
A — Mark 16:15 Mark records “go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel.”

So before one can be baptized under the authority of the Father Son
and Holy Spirit one must hear and believe the gospel.

Q —what is the heart of the gospel?

A —John 3:16 -18 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.”

Clearly the heart of the gospel that we must believe and accept is,
Jesus is the only begotten Son of God.

Notice in Acts 8:35 — 38 how Phillip made sure the eunuch believed
this truth before baptizing him.

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and
preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came
unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what
doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, | believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to
stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and
the eunuch; and he baptized him.”

Now here the trinitarian who seeks to prove the trinity from
Matt.28:19 has a great dilemma, and contradicts the scriptures. For we
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have seen the trinitarian believes the Father Son relationship is a
metaphor (Understanding the Trinity p.97) that it is not real. Others
teach three persons of the Godhead entered into roles as the Father and
Son etc. (Adventist Review, Oct. 31, 1996. Week of Payer p. 12)

Notice where this quote comes from, we are not quoting some radical
view. The back cover of Understanding the Trinity states, “the best
defense of the Christian doctrine of the trinity in the last fifty years.”
And the Adventist Review article was part of the week of prayer,
sanctioned by the church worthy to go into every SDA church in the
world!

So remember next time you want to use Matt.28:19 to teach a trinity,
you are denying Jesus is truly (Mark 15:39) the Son of God. You have
just destroyed the gospel, called the Father a liar (1 John 5:10) and
contradicted the scriptures and SOP!

Remember this warning “he that beleiveth not shall be damned” Mark
16:16

“He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God. ” John 3:18

Also regarding DUET 6:4 trinitarians seek to interpret a “triune
Godhead” into it because they don’t seem to like what it clearly
teaches. We claim to be a monotheistic religion and then seek to
distort the most fundamental texts that teach so.

So people try to say the word God (elohiym) in this passage means
plural (in this case three) and that the word one is plural and in this
case also means three!

Why must we interpret the Bible according to our preconceived
views? In GEN 1:26 “And God (Elohym) said let us make man in our
image.” We are told in the SOP VOL 1 page 24, 25 “and God said to
the Son” I can quote numerous Hebrew scholars to you for example:
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“The name which describes the creator in chapter one is Elohim and
throughout the Bible this is a term for gods in general and Israel’s God
in particular. It is a word with a plural ending (im). When it is used for
pagan gods it commands a plural adjective or verb, but when denoting
the one God, the verb assumes the singular.” Modern Commentary
On The Torah. by W. Gunther Plaut.

“Elohim is a Hebrew noun and has both singular and plural uses. In
the plural sense it refers to judges with divine connections, or pagan
gods. Also it refers to angels. When used of God it is always used
with singular verbs, so there is no implication of any plurality in the
divine nature.” THE HEBREW-GREEK STUDY Bible.

For me the greatest evidence of who Deut 6:4 is speaking of is Christ
Himself. If the Jews had it wrong, here was the perfect opportunity
for Christ to declare “Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the
scriptures”. In Mark 12:24 Jesus spoke these words to the Sadducees
for they had misinterpreted the scriptures. Then in Verse 28 a lawyer,
a scholar of the law, asks the Lord which is the first or greatest
commandments of all, Jesus quotes Deut 6:4. Notice the scribes
answer in Verse 32, 33 “Well, Master, thou hast said the truth, for
there is One God, and there is none other but He.” “and to love Him
with all the heart, and with all the understanding...is more than all
whole burnt offerings and sacrifice.”

The scribe confessed the Shema of lIsrael, he confessed the rock
foundation upon which God had formed this nation. Shema means —
listen, hear, hearken, understand etc. The pillar verse for the Jewish
nation begins with “Listen”. God wanted His people to listen, to
hearken unto Him and get one thing perfectly clear “The Lord your
God is one Lord.” But no, Christianity today which came out of
Judaism says, no, the Hebrews got it wrong, we understand their
language better than them. God is three not one.

Why did not Jesus correct the scribe? He was a scholar of the law, had
he not misinterpreted the scriptures as those the Lord had rebuked just
before him? Why is he saying there is one God, and there is none
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other but He? Doesn’t he know Hebrew? He is a lawyer; surely he
must know “echad” is plural? surely he knows God is plural? Doesn’t
he understand the God of heaven is just like all the pagan gods around
them, doesn’t he know there are three co-eternal persons in heaven
and they are all exactly equal? (please do not think that 1 am being
irreverent or sarcastic, 1 am stating exactly what our church teaches
today)

Here was the perfect opportunity to correct not only this scribe but all
of the Jews regarding who God is. But notice again how the scribe
began his response ‘“well Master, thou hast said the truth.” After
Jesus had quoted the Shema of Israel “The Lord our God is one Lord”
this man complimented Jesus for having spoken the truth and then
inspiration records for our sakes, what this man was agreeing with and
complimenting Jesus for “for there is one God, and there is none
other but he, and to love him with all the heart..” Verse 34 “And when
Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, He said unto him” (now the
Lord returns the compliment) “Thou art not far from the kingdom of
God.”

It is absolutely clear from this passage that the Lord and the scribe
were in complete agreement, it is also clear that the God they were
speaking of is the One true God of the universe. In fact Christ himself
had inspired Moses to speak the Shema of Israel to the people.

This passage harmonizes perfectly with Christ’s own words in His
prayer “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” John 17:3

Also Paul when commenting on the plural gods of the heathen states
in 1 Cor. 8:4 “and there is non other God but one” then in Verse 6 he
tells us who this one God is “but to us there is but one God, the
Father, of whom are all things...” This text tells us why the Father is
the One God, because He is the originator of all things and Christ is
the one by whom all things were made. Compare Eph 3:4, Heb 1:2.
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Notice also how Paul continues this theme in Eph 4:4-6. this passage
cannot be misunderstood, the context in Verses 4,5 is about one body,
one Spirit (the Holy Spirit Verse 30) one hope, one Lord (Christ), one
faith, one baptism.

Now in Eph 4: 6 does it say One God Father — Son — Holy Spirit? No,
inspiration records “One God and Father of all who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.”

If God was a trinity, these verses would be blasphemy. It is those who
seek to harmonize these clear texts with their speculative theories
about “members” of the godhead undertaking different roles in the
plan of salvation without offering one text for its support, that are the
ones in danger of committing blasphemy. They are the ones who
destroy the gospel and the love and character of God. In the judgment
men will be forgiven for they are only answerable to the light they
received, but today as the clear light is being restored, those who
continue to speak out against this truth will be held accountable for
many follow them and are deceived.
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Thursday

Thursday begins with accurately describing the Spirit as having a
distinct personality, not just an it.

Various texts are given to reveal the personality and actions of the
Spirit. This is correct, but did you know the scripture and the SOP
(hundreds of times) calls the Spirit an “it” as well?

John 1:32 Rom. 8:16 Acts 2:2, 3 1 Peter 1:11 1 John 2:27

This can be harmonized because the Spirit is not some mysterious
third individual, otherwise, it would be offensive to call a person an
“it”.

The Spirit is correctly identified as a personality, such as when we
saw Ananias lied to the Spirit, he was lying to God Himself.

Also being neuter, scripture refers to the Spirit as an it when
describing its functions etc.

For example the Spirit is called the Comforter, the Comforter is
masculine, and the Spirit is neuter.

Notice how the Spirit is described as both personal and neuter in the
following text:

“Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow.” 1 Peter 1:11

On this point why have those entrusted with the writings of EGW
taken it upon themselves to change many of the testimonies speaking
of the Spirit as an “it” to a capital “He or Him”, after the prophet died?
If, as they would have you believe she was trinitarian, why did they
need to alter these words to give a different emphasis?

We have a letter in our possession from the white estate
acknowledging that they regret having done so.
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The next point on Thursday’s lesson quotes John 15:26 and John
16:13, 14.
John 15:26 — We have looked at already.

John 16:13, 14 “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and
shall shew it unto you.”

For a more comprehensive look at these texts ask for our study titled
“Who is the Spirit of truth?”

This passage has many similarities with John 14:16 — 23.

In John 14:16 Jesus said he would pray the Father and he shall give
you another Comforter.

In John 14:18 we know Jesus was speaking of Himself for He said “I
will come to you” and “ye see me” Vs 19 and “at that day ye shall
know that I am in my Father and ye in me and | in you” Vs 20

We can summarize by saying:
1. Christ would be leaving them and going to His Father.
John 14:19 - John 16:16
2. He would pray or petition His Father for the gift of the Spirit.
John 14:16 - John 16:7 - 10
3. He would be coming back to comfort and teach them in the
Spirit. John 14:18, 20,21,23 - John 16:13-16

In John 16:12 Jesus begins by saying “l have yet many thing to say
unto you, but ye cannot bear them now”

There were many things Jesus wanted to teach His disciples, but it
was not yet time. Then He says: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive
of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” John 16: 13, 14
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Q — How would Christ be glorified through the Spirit?

A —John 17:10 “And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and | am
glorified in them. ”

Christ is glorified in His disciples when His life becomes theirs. Gal
2:20

Q — How did Christ live His righteous life?

A — John 8:29 “And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not
left me alone; for | do always those things that please him.”
Matt.26:39 “nevertheless not as | will, but as thou wilt.”

Christ glorified His Father in living His whole life in submission to
His Father’s will. John 17:4

So is Christ glorified, when through His Spirit His life is lived out in
His disciples.

Remember we saw in John 20:21, 22 Jesus sent His disciples in the
same manner His Father sent Him, then He breathed on them and said
“receive ye the Holy Ghost”

In DA p 805 we read:

“Before the disciples could fulfill their official duties in connection
with the church, Christ breathed His Spirit upon them. He was
committing to them a most sacred trust, and He desired to impress
them with the fact that without the Holy Spirit this work could not be
accomplished.

The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul. The
impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life of Christ. It
imbues the receiver with the attributes of Christ. Only those who are
thus taught of God, those who possess the inward working of the
Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life is manifested, are to stand as
representative men, to minister in behalf of the church.” {DA 805.3}

Notice it (the Spirit) imbues the receiver with the attributes of Christ.
It is the impartation of the life of Christ. Those who posses the inward
working of the Spirit are those in whom the Christ life is manifested.
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This is why Jesus says “He shall glorify me, for he shall take of mine
(My life) and show it unto you.” John 16:14

And the Father also is glorified
John 16:15 “All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I,
that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

The life Christ lives out in us is the life He lived by faith in His
Father.

Notice Christ prayer John 17:21 — 23 “That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory
which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as
we are one: | in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect
in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast
loved them, as thou hast loved me.”

In DA p21 we read: “All things Christ received from God, but He took
to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry for all created
beings: through the beloved Son, the Father's life flows out to all;”

This is what Jesus meant in John 16:13. Christ would be coming back
in the Spirit to teach and guide His disciples many things that they
could not then understand Vs 12. He would impart to them “all things
he receive from God” for He always “took to give” . “So in the
heavenly courts,... through the beloved Son, the Father’s life flows
out to all.”

We know this was the case in His earthly life, but here the prophet
states “So in the heavenly courts” Christ took to give.
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Notice the parallels between John 16:13 and other statements of Jesus.

John 16:13

““...he shall not speak

of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, [that]

shall he speak: ...”

John 16:13

““...he shall not speak

of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, [that]

shall he speak: ...”

John 16:13

“...he shall not speak

of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, [that]

shall he speak: ...”

John 16:13

“...he shall not speak

of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, [that]

shall he speak: ...”

John 16:13

“...and he will show you
things to come.”
(Remember John 16:12,
“I have yet many things to
say unto you”)
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John 12:49, 50

I have not spoken of myself; but
the Father which sent me, he
gave me a commandment, what |
should say, and what | should
speak....even as the Father said
unto me, so | speak.

John 5:19

“...The Son can do nothing of
himself, but what he seeth the
Father do: for what things soever
he doeth these also doeth the son”

John 14:10

“...the words that I speak unto
you | speak not of myself: but
the Father that dwelleth in me,
he doeth the works.”

John 14:24

“...and the word which ye hear is
not mine, but the Father's which
sent me.”

John 8:28 “...but as my Father
hath taught me, | speak these
things.”

Revelation 1:1

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave unto him, to
show unto his servants things
which must shortly come to pass;
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Remember in John 16:12 Jesus said “I have yet many things to say
unto you but you cannot bare them now” then later He says “the Spirit
will show you things to come”

Let us read Revelation 1:1 “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly
come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant
John:”

Notice the same thing in the heavenly courts. “the revelation of Jesus
Christ which God gave unto him” this is what Jesus was saying when
He said “he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear
(from God the Father) that shall he speak”

And Revelation 1:1 declares Jesus will “shew unto his servants things
which must shortly come to pass”
Remember John 16:13 says “the Spirit will show you things to come.”

Q — How did Jesus show His disciples things which must shortly come
to pass?

A — Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22 “He that hath an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;”

Everyone knows it is Jesus speaking to the seven churches, yet He
ends every letter the same way, “what the Spirit saith”

John 16:13 is a beautiful truth when studied in its context and with
other scripture and SOP.

The Spirit of truth is the Comforter John 15:26. the Comforter is
Jesus Himself not someone else. Jesus would come to comfort and
guide His disciples into all truth, and He would not speak of Himself,
but whatsoever the Father “gave unto him” Rev.1:1

1 Peter 1:11 it is the Spirit of Christ which speaks to us.
I pray we will hear what the Spirit saith unto us.
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Friday
Friday, Evangelism 616. Notice this statement in its context:

“The Lord says this because He knows it is for our good. He would
build a wall around us, to keep us from transgression, so that His
blessing and love may be bestowed on us in rich measure. This is the
reason we have established a school here. The Lord instructed us that
this was the place in which we should locate, and we have had every
reason to think that we are in the right place. We have been brought
together as a school, and we need to realize that the Holy Spirit,
who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through
these grounds, that the Lord God is our keeper, and helper. He hears
every word we utter and knows every thought of the mind.--Ms 66,
1899, p. 4. (Talk, April 15, 1899). (The bolded part is what appears
in Ev 616)

Sister White tells us plainly the Lord God is the One who is walking
these grounds. It is the Lord who hears every word we utter and
knows every thought of the mind.

God does so through His omnipresent Spirit

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward him.” 2 Chronicles 16:9 To hold strongly with them (Margin)

Deuteronomy 23:14 “For the LORD thy God walketh in the midst of
thy camp,...”

Now notice Psalms 139:7- 10 “Whither shall 1 go from thy spirit? or
whither shall | flee from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven,
thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take
the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.”
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Notice how personal the psalmist describes God’s Spirit and presence
“Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me”
See also Psalms 51:11

Does the SOP harmonize with these texts?

“Go forth preaching the gospel to all nations,” the Saviour says to us,
"that they may become children of God. I am with you in this work,
teaching, guiding, comforting, strengthening you, giving you success
in your work of self-denial and sacrifice. 1 will move upon hearts,
convincing them of sin [Jesus said the comforter would convince the world of
sin], and turning them from darkness to light, from disobedience to
righteousness. " {8T 17.2}

“We fail many times because we do not realize that Christ is with us
by His Spirit as truly as when, in the days of His humiliation, He
moved visibly upon the earth. The lapse of time has wrought no
change in His parting promise to His apostles as He was taken up
from them into heaven: "Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. {4T 529.1}

Notice why we fail many times, because we do not realize that Christ
is with us by His Spirit!

Q — And why do we fail to realize Christ is with us?

“The reason why the churches are weak and sickly and ready to die is
that the enemy has brought influences of a discouraging nature to bear
upon trembling souls. He has sought to shut Jesus from their view as
the Comforter, as one who reproves, who warns, who admonishes
them, saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it." {RC 21.3}

Q — So who is walking these grounds (in Evangelism 616)?

A — “He Impresses Hearts.--The Lord Jesus standing by the side of the
canvasser, walking with them, is the chief worker. If we recognize
Christ as the One who is with us to prepare the way, the Holy Spirit by
our side will make impressions in just the lines needed.-- {CM 107.4}
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In Rev. 2:1 we see Jesus walks in the midst of the seven candlesticks
Q — What are the candlesticks?
A — Rev.1:2 they are the seven churches.

So Jesus, not someone else, is walking among the churches.

“Christ is in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, walking from
church to church, from congregation to congregation, from heart to
heart.” RH May 26 1904

“Christ walks in the midst of His churches through the length and
breadth of the earth. He looks with intense interest to see whether His
people are in such a condition spiritually that they can advance his
kingdom. He is present in every assembly of the church.” RH May 26
1904.

This is why Ellen White could say the Holy Spirit is walking these
grounds. {Ev 616.5}

The next quote from Evangelism 617 “The prince of the power of evil
can only be held in check by the power of God in the third person of
the Godhead, the Holy Spirit.” {Ev 617.2}

Notice the similar statement in DA p 671 “The power of evil had been
strengthening for centuries, and the submission of men to this satanic
captivity was amazing. Sin could be resisted and overcome only
through the mighty agency of the Third Person of the Godhead, who
would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine
power.”

Now let us read on and see who the Spirit is “It is the Spirit that makes
effectual what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by
the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer
becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as
a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to
evil, and to impress His own character upon His church.” {DA 671.2}
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Notice Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power and to impress
His own character upon His church.

Just a few pages later we read:

“Abiding in Christ means a constant receiving of His Spirit, a life of
unreserved surrender to His service. The channel of communication
must be open continually between man and his God. As the vine
branch constantly draws the sap from the living vine, so are we to
cling to Jesus, and receive from Him by faith the strength and
perfection of His own character.” {DA 676.2}

So we see the power of God in the third person of the Godhead (Ev
617) is the Spirit of Christ which brings the strength and perfection of
His own character.

The final statement the “three highest powers in heaven” we dealt
with in Matt.28:19.

In none of these statements does the prophet speak of a trinity. She
never even used the word trinity in all her writings. The third person
statements should not be interpreted to mean a trinity of three co-
eternals, for the prophet never taught so. She clearly spoke of the
Spirit as the Spirit of God and Christ. She clearly taught that Christ is
the Comforter. To teach otherwise is to bring contradictions into all
her writings on this subject.

In this final statement, Sister White defines what she meant by the
three persons:

“Let them be thankful to God for His manifold mercies and be kind to
one another. They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit--
the Spirit of Christ--is to bring unity into their ranks.” {9T 189.3}

Dear reader, please notice what is going to unite God’s people:

“the Spirit of Christ”
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